NEWS & VIEWS

Knysna's Hall of Fame now
built in Soweto

HE town of Knysna has

suffered an "enormous
loss" with the news that the
vaunted South African Sports &
Arts Hall of Fame will no longer
be built here.

Former Springbok Naas Bot-
ha, who represented the private
sector entity behind the devel-
opment, last month told the par-
liamentary portfolio committee
on sports and recreation that the
project would instead be under-
taken in Soweto, Joburg.

Botha said that the decision
had been taken following a
number of delays. A scaled
down watersports complex
would however still be built on
the Knysna site.

The former rugby star and
Knysna landowners West River
first suggested the Hall of Fame
project in 2001, but the Western
Cape government only gave its
approval in 2008, and then for a
smaller development than was
originally proposed.

Botha said this had been re-
Jjected by the investors.

Knysna DA councillor Ric-
hard Dawson said he was sur-
prised to hear the project had
been scaled back to include only
a watersports venue, adding that
the change of plans represented
an enormous loss to the town.

"It was going to be phenom-
enal. Back in 2007 it was a R2-
billion project and this amount

would have escalated. We had a
number of people in the build-
ing industry who had gained
skills on other developments
and they could have been em-
ployed on this development,"
Dawson said.

The original project included
the Hall of Fame, a golf course,
a luxury hotel and an upmarket
housing development.

A 2004 economic study of the
proposed development by Wits
professor Richard Tomlinson
found it would have created at
least 1 000 construction jobs
and another 678 off-site jobs
during the four-year construc-
tion period.

Tomlinson also estimated that
the Hall would have boosted
Knysna’s tourism spend by
R123-million per year,
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New food project feeds Eden’s poor

relief to the most vulnerable
members of the community.
Eden community services
manager Clive Africa said the
FoodBank would run a pilot
project for six months, provid-
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Beacown Isle Hotel

Great skin begins with Guinot advanced skincare products,
ssionally designed to deliver smooth, radiant skin.
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GOOSE VALLEY & TURTLE CREEK on SHOW EVERY DAY
and after hours. Call Rita 082 560 2606

CLOSE TO CBD. Four bedrooms, fapa and pool,
Excellent value. R1.95M Call Pat 083 702 2912

RIVERCLUB. Quiet and secure, close proximity to
beach and shops. R2.2M Call Rita 082 560 2606

OWNER EMIGRATING - MUST SELL. 4 bedrooms, staff
quarters. Includes contents. R2.3M Call Rita 082 560 2606




