
Give me a Chance, together with Mr. de 
Vries, identi�ed a need in the educational 
opportunities for the children of the 
school. �is is mainly because of a lack of 
�nancial support from the community 
and government. Apart from supporting 
individual learners, GMAC Children’s 
Foundation has also identi�ed the following 
needs at the school:

�t�� �e�F�Z �V�S�H�F�O�U�M�Z �S�F�R�V�J�S�F �U�X�P �N�P�S�F 
�U�F�B�D�I�F�S�T

�t�� �$�P�N�Q�V�U�F�S �G�B�D�J�M�J�U�J�F�T 
�t�� �4�D�J�F�O�D�F �D�M�B�T�T �B�O�E �F�R�V�J�Q�N�F�O�U
�t�� �"�G�U�F�S �T�D�I�P�P�M �U�V�U�P�S�J�O�H �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�N�F�T 
�t�� �.�F�O�U�P�S�J�O�H �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�N�F�T

To our knowledge, the foundation is the 
only non-pro�t organisation which requires 
our bene�ciaries to give back to their 
communities. �e objective is to ensure our 
students understand that it does not take 
money to do good, it simply takes the will 
and the time. As an example, our students 
are required to partake in regular volunteer 
outings whereby students donate their 
time to positively a�ect the lives of others. 
A partnership has been formed with 
Habitat for Humanity and Pebbles Project 
in support of this initiative. Our students 
are also tasked with identifying a need 
within their community and putting forth 
a proposal to address that need. �e end 
result is a community based project, driven 
by the GMAC children, to uplift their own 
community.

In support of the GMAC Children’s 
Foundation and its initiatives, Alluvia 
Specialist Winery has also created the 
GMAC label. A low cost but high quality 
wine to further drive the momentum of the 
organisation. Dedicated pro�t of the GMAC 
range goes to bene�t the organisation and 
helps to drive its initiatives. �e relationship 
between the GMAC Children’s Foundation 
and Alluvia Specialist Winery goes beyond 

that of �nancial support. Delarey Brugman 
sits on the Board of Trustees and it is him 
and his wife Sandie’s personal devotion 
to the organisation which helps GMAC to 
grow.

GALA FUNCTION 2011

To further increase the �nancial capabilities 
of the foundation, a gala function was held 
at the Rhebokskloof Wine Estate. �e 
function was an initiative sparked by Albe 
Laker, co-owner of Asla Construction & 
Rhebokskloof wine estate. Albie’s desire 
was to make a meaningful contribution 
towards the future of our beautiful town 
and country. ASLA & Rhebokskloof agreed 
to be the main sponsor for this event.

Further encouragement came through the 
support of Premier Helen Zille who was our 
guest of honour for the evening. Premier 
Zille, with her Springbok world cup scarf 
proudly around her neck, shared from 
her experience success stories of children 
who were given the opportunity to quality 
education. She encouraged the guests to 
become aware of the educational needs 
around us and highlighted what GMAC 
stands for by emphasising the power that 
lies in ‘a chance’... an opportunity.

Delarey Brugman also made a touching 
speech where he explained his drive behind 
the foundation and his love for our country. 
“�e Ultimate vision of GMAC is to create a 
new generation of socially responsible and 
contributing members of the South African 
society. I see it as my responsibility to give 
back and be part of the solution in our 
country”, Delarey said.

�e highlight of the evening was the 
speech of Marco Hendricks. With the help 
of the director, Lourens Oosthuizen, he is 
currently doing his articles at BKR Logista 
in Stellenbosch. “Once upon a time I was 
also one of those kids who just needed 
a chance to reach his full potential. Not 
only academically, but in everything from 
sports, culture and even spirituality. GMAC 
gave me the opportunity and in living 
holistically, I achieved the unachievable for 
a boy from a poor household who’s father 
was a farm worker and mother a domestic 
worker.” Marco concluded his speech with 
a quote from Ghandi: ‘To give pleasure to a 
single heart by a single act is better than a 
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�e ‘Give me a Chance’ (GMAC) 
Children’s Foundation was established 
in October 2004 by Delarey Brugman 
and his wife Sandie, owners of Aluvia 
Specialist Winery on the Helshoogte 
Pass. 

“It all began with a young man called Marco 
Hendriks”, says Delarey. “Marco was 16 
years old and from our rural community, 
Kylemore, when I �rst got the opportunity 
to talk to him. ‘What would you like to 
become one day?’ I enquired. Upon which 
this child with no seeming future replied, 
‘an Auditor sir’. Surprised by his knowledge, 
I questioned his reasoning. ‘I promised 
myself that my children would not grow 
up like I do’, said Marco. It broke my heart. 
I realised that all this child needed was a 
chance in life.”

“I realised that all this 
child needed was a chance 
in life.” - Delarey Brugman

Originally GMAC was created as a 
scholarship fund which would adopt 
promising students from Kylemore 
community and provide �nancial, moral 
and extramural support to help them 
achieve their goals. Learners were selected, 
based on their academic and sporting 
abilities as well as their attitude towards 
life and aspirations for the future. �e 
success of the Children’s Foundation has 
since developed into a broader Stellenbosch 
community upliftment programme.

KYLEMORE SECONDARY SCHOOL

As the foundation developed through 
the years, a relationship of mutual trust 
and understanding developed between 
GMAC and Kylemore Secondary school. 
�e teachers and especially the principle, 
Mr. de Vries, became dear friends of the 
GMAC team. �rough regular interaction 
and in-depth conversations, it became 
clear that the school’s educational standard 
was not in line with the other schools in 
Stellenbosch - leaving even the highest 
performing students with a step behind 
their equals from other schools. In the end, 
the foundation dedicated itself to make 
a more global di�erence by seeing to the 
educational needs of Kylemore Secondary 
School.

With GMAC more money and considerable 
time is required to help an individual, but 
that investment works directly towards 
unlocking potential of a promising child.

Not only do the learners receive the 
necessary support to achieve on academic 
and sport levels, but they also have the 
chance to ful�l previously unreachable 
dreams. Funds raised through GMAC go 
to the provision of school and hostel fees, 
school clothing, books, stationery, sport 
equipment and a token amount for pocket 
money.

From left: �5�J�O�Z �W�B�O �3�F�O�T�C�V�S�H (MC), 
�%�F�M�B�S�F�Z �#�S�V�H�N�B�O (Founder of ‘Give me a Chance’), 
�.�B�S�M�J�O �4�U�F�F�O�C�F�S�H (part of the GMAC program), 
�.�B�S�D�P �)�F�O�E�S�J�L�T�
 �1�S�F�N�J�F�S �)�F�M�F�O �;�J�M�M�F, 
�"�M�C�Ï �-�B�L�F�S (Co-owner of ASLA & Rhebokskloof - main sponsors), 
�-�F�F���"�O�O�F �4�U�P�
�C�F�S�H (GMAC)

thousand heads bowing in prayer.’

As a method of generating funds, 21 
items were auctioned o� by MC Tiny 
van Rensburg and the guests opened up 
their hearts (and wallets) in support of 
the initiative. �e favourite item for the 
evening was the Scraperboard artwork of 
Nelson Mandela, produced by John �orpe 
for Madiba’s 90th birthday.

With all the formal proceedings aside, 
another surprise of the evening was 
awaiting guests: Well known singer, Bianca 
le Grange! Bianca was the perfect recipe to 
get the party started and the feet on the 
dance �oor.

“Once upon a time I was also one of 
those kids who just needed a chance 

to reach his full potential”
- Marco delivering his speech
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�8�B�Z�T �U�P �4�V�Q�Q�P�S�U �(�*�7�& �.�& �" �$�)�"�/�$�&
�'�3�*�&�/�%�� Become a friend/mentor to one of the 
GMAC students 
�'�*�&�-�% �5�3�*�1�4�� Volunteer to help with guidance 
on school �eld trips 
�5�6�5�0�3�� After school help with academics 
�3�&�4�5�0�3�"�5�*�0�/�� Help with any kind of 
restoration work that needs to be done to the 
school building or anything else on the school 
grounds
�'�0�0�% �� �$�-�0�5�)�&�4�� Donate food/clothes to the 
school – they know the need of their children 
�7�0�-�6�/�5�&�&�3�� Voluntary help at GMAC 
functions and fundraising events 
�'�*�/�"�/�$�*�"�-�� Any contribution will greatly be 
appreciated.

If you are interested in supporting our 
foundation in any of the above mentioned ways, 
please contact Lee-Anne Sto�berg at 
�I�P�Q�F�!�H�J�W�F�N�F�B�D�I�B�O�D�F���D�P���[�B or ������ ������ ����������

�.�B�S�D�P �B�O�E 
�#�J�B�O�D�B �M�F �(�S�B�O�H�F


